Feeble Flames Win, 4-3 Yousg

By Glenn Schwarz
wraniner Soorts Yrniter

At this point, nobady
should take the Califernia
Guidea Seals too seriously,
Here, have a laugh or two on
thermn.

Coach Garry Young, who
lus walched the National
Hockey League's youngest
team win only ane of 118 (irst
vight games, will not be up-
set., Even he found some.
thing to chuckle about last
night ailer the Seals played

miserably In a 4-3loss to the
Western Division's newest
expansion team, some groug
called the Atlanta Flames,

The big smile creased
Young's face when he was
asked If there was any hupe
the Seals could get back the
guts of their team. You
know, all those players who
efected to the World Hock-
ey Association,

"I can't get imo litiga-
tion,” said Young, his eyes
meeting the reporters’ for

lhe first thne, “But I'll =ay
this. You open the donrs and
I'l drive to getihern.”

He then shook his head
and began to chuckle.

“Oh, at least we've hod g
laugh," sald Younz. *You
can’t lese your sense of hu-
maor, you know."

Inside, Young undoubtedly
was sobbing. Without play.

ers like Gerry Pinder, Bab-

by Sheehan and Panl Shinyr
the Seals might have to
strugale (o fivish ahead of

the Flames, let alooe In
same place other than fast,

What Charles O, Finley's
ather (akland tesm needs,
vbviously, i1s Gene Tenace
and Rollie Fingers.

“I'm not gotng to push the
paste button,” said Young,
who before this season's
over might be vated the
NHL’s bravest man of the
year.

“\We have only two play-
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ers (Bert Marshall and Gary
Croteau) with more than one
full year's experience. And
there's a lot of pressure on
us because we haven't been
winging. But I'm going to
keep working and working
until we click."

Last night the clicks were
few and far between.

Seals’ rookie Pete Lalram.
bolse spolled an otherwise
restful evening for another
[irst year man, Atlanta goal.
ke Dan Bouchard. by scoring
two goals. The first cut the
Atlanta lead to 3.2 the sec-
ond to the final margin.

“Laframbolse showed
some goodness.™ said
Young, praising him In his
OWwn Way,

There was little else to ap-
pland. The Seals saw Kelth
McCreary pop In two power
play goals on Marv Ed-
wands, but thev were 50 hes.
Hant to pull the trigger on
Poochard one would have
thought it was the reincar-
nate Terry Sawchock in the
Atlanta nets. They took only
23 shots on Bouchard, four
in the final period.

The crowd of 1998, be-
lieved to be an all-time low
for the Oakland Arena,
should have been summoned
to the locker room [for
post-match relfief,

“Like I said before,"”
Younz promised, “we'll
have this club in playoff po-
sition by Christmas.™

Nobady had the heart
to ask which year.



