Top Seal crowd goes ape

By Glenn Schwarz

Fans of the California Gold-
en Seals, desperately look-
ing for somebody to identify
with until the Seals stop tak-
ing their annual skate to ob-
livion, seem to have made
thelr cholee.

The appearance of the
Philadelphia  Flyers
stamped It as a rare night at
the Oakland Coliseum Are-
nit. People actually had to
wait in long lines to buy a
ticket for a Seals’ game. By
the time everyone was seat-
ed, there were 10,776 in the
building, or the equivatent of
three poor Seals' crowds,

And even though it wasn't
much of a game last night,
the Flyers bullying their
way to a 540 victory, most of
the funs got what they came
1o see.

Too bad so little of it ook
place on the ice.

The Flyers appeal Is nol
that they usually win, but
how they usually win, Their
_pugnacious  approach to
hockey has turned the
Flyers into the National
Hockey League's No, 1draw
and, ]udglu by the specta-
tors’ behavior last night, its
No. 1 inciters.

The Seals' largest lome
crowd of the season, thirst-
ing for right crosses and lelt
hooks like the Seals and
Flyers exchanged in pre-
vious matches, grew restless
early. The timid Seals
showed no Inclination to
trade body checks with the
aggressive Flyers and the
only altercation, Involving
Seal Morris Mott and Flyer
Bob Kelly, ended quickly af-
ter Kelly sneaked in aright
to the cheek when Mott
wasn't looking.

And when two periods had
pussed and wild man Dave
Schultz still hadn’t coaxed a
Seal Into a fight, one fan
tried ot stir up the NHL's
most penalized player.

While Schultz was leaving
the ice after the middle pe-
riod, some guy urod a full
cup of beer an him from the
elovated ltnndl The
drenched Schultz, perhaps
thinking what a waste of
good alcohol that was, un-
successfully tried to reach
the taunting fan with his
stick. This time, the Coli-

seum  securlt lice pre-
vented blood'{«ro

By that point, however,
many fans who had been
putling their beer to better
use than the one who had
spilled his on Schultz were
pretending  they  wére
Flyers. First ascuffle broke
out in the reserved seats,
then one in the loges, then
another nearby,

Unofficial count had five
fights in the stands, includ-
ing one involving, among
others, a feisty, red-huired
woman. The Flyets stopped
skating to watch that one
admiringly.

With so much action all
around them, the Flyers did
not bother 1o dare the Seals

Most Seal
action in
the stands

—From Page 25

by a much better team,"
sald the Seals’ Stan Gilbert-
son, “The Flyers don't have
to fight to win."

Keep it quiet, Stan. Main-
taining an Image s not al-
ways that easy.
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any longer. There were no
penalties in the third peried.

After the game, Scals'
coach Fred Glover eritichzed
his players for their relue-
tance to hit. Me talked as
though he was tempted fo
call down some of the better
belters from the stands to
play for him.

“They played like a bunch
of pacifists all night," sald
Glover of his players. “If
you uge yuur body like the
Flyers do, you usually wind
up with the puck.

“The people paid 1o see
them play and they de-
served a better perform-
ance.”

OF eourse the Flyers are
not leading the Western Di-
vision only becavse they ure
rough. They have big scor-
ers like Bobby Clarke and
Rick MacLelsh and All-Star
defensemen like Ed Van
Impe and Joe Watson. To
say nothing of probably the
league's best. goaltender ln
Bernie Parent.

Last night's shutout, con-
structed on 33 saves, was
the 10th for Parent. This put
him five games behind Tony
Esposito’s record puce for
shutouts In 8 season (15 In
1969-70),

UFace it we got whipped
—Turn 1o Page 26, Col. 6



