Seals showing a brand new look

By GORCON SAKAMOTO

OAKLAND (UPh — A recent visitor to the
dfices of the Californin Gofden Seals coubdn's
telisve the change since the end of the |ast
Natinnal Hockey League season

“\Why the difference here is like tip and
day,” the hockey veteran said. cecalling how
wacly the place wed to be under the
ownership of Charles 0. Finley

“Ihe way theyre working around here
you d think they were getting ready for the
plylls,” the visitor continued. = And you
know what? They way they've been shorng
up. ] wouldn’t be swrprised if they did.”

The Californin Golden Seals in the NHL's
pestigions Sanley Cup  playolls?  Alter
racording only 13 victories last year?

“That's nght,” he said. ~“The new
ownership roontrolicd by an N14L board) has
heea aggressive and has made some solid
trades. nol to menlion signing some young
prospects who are really going (o help.”

With Gany Young, who recently resgned
because of health reasons, making st of the
mitia! moves, the Seals have wound up ith a
tatally revampod Loster.

A leam spokesman earlier Lhis week sud
the Seals probably will carry 13 new players,
mostly defensive specialists. on the 1&man
rusler,

In flinishing a dislant last in 197374, the
Seals. also burt two years ago when 1L players
defocted to the Woeld Tinckey |eague, yielded
a league high 342 goals,

“My No | objective this yoar is Lo
drastically cut down oo goals scored aginst
s said Bill McCreary, wha replaced Yoy
as director of player persorviel. “'[.ast year,
we had to score four goals in onder Lo beat the
aher team. I'm hoping this year we'll be able
tocut the opposition to one goal per game.”

In selting the tone of next season —befare
the 1973-74 campaign was comgreled — Young
made it clear that the Scals would deal for
defense.

“We're going for muscle,” he kept lelling
everybody who'd listen. Muscle all around,
When your win only Iwo games en (he road, it
means you're being pushed around. They're
red geing Lo gel away withthat anymore.”

. The change in altitude cven has affected the
handlui of players who are refurming.

“Pefore, once | mode the leam 'in

Sepiember, 1 knew that (hece was no one on
the team. or for that matler, in Lthe whele
orgamizdion, who could {ake my jeb" said
one player. “We just weren't that deep in
quelity playcrs, ;

““This is probably the liest year (hat | feel |
reatlly have to go out ookt win my position —to
prove that I'm o the best. § fike thal kind of
challenge."” .

A solid effort also is being made (g prase the
Finley era

No leager will the Seals wear Lhe gree-and-
pold colors [avored by Findoy. No more white
skates either.
fhie spakesoman said.

“We're into oxuy dslferent things this
year." hie added. ~ We're going to offer group
rates. have pronmlion nights, advertise —we
feui & bodget of zem for thal last yeur —and
form a speaker’s buseau.

“In nddition. we have a radio conract.

~Overall, we want to chamge (he image of
e Califercia Golden Seals. Bddore. mo ane in
the San Fracisco Bay Area fell any
cornection with the team. We want 1o ¢lange
tael, We want to know how we can make a
wialle contribetion to the communliy

“In essence. what we're Lning o te s
disassoctate ourselves from the pas:.”






