Seal Job Fight at Climax
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OSHAWA, Ont. — Coach
Fred Glover was understand-
ably a little prenccupled as he
picked at dinner last might in
the Oakland Seals’ Genesha
Hotel training camp head:
quarters

He didnt say much and
when he did he spoke softly
His quietness reflected some
weariness from a cold and the
long bours he spent with the
Seals on the practice ice.

Mostly, however, it reflect-
ed critical decisions he must
make over the weekend about
the plavers who will win - or
lase — jobs this season

Starting tonight in a re.
maltch with the undefeated St
Louis Blues, the Seals will be
nvolved in five games this
weekend .

Afltér tonight's game with
the Blues where the Seals

hope to make amends for
their &2 loss to St Louis
Wednesday, the Oaklanders
travel 1o Quebec Clty to play

and then hop
down to Providence. RI to
test their development team.

Al the same time some 20
or so other Seals split off this
“week from the aw regi-
lars-and will be in action to-
night against the Montreal
Vovagers (AHL) and again
Sunday at Providence

By next Tuesday, Glover
will have made up his mind
about which of his 33 remain.
ing squadmen will open for
the Seals when the National
Hockey League's West Divi.
sion starts Oct 11 in Pitts.
burgh

The time for laoking al new
lalent and re-evaluating the
old. s nearly over

So far there have been

many pleasant aspecis lo
camp — the unexpected devel
opment of versatile 2
yearald winger Don 0'Done-
ghue, the promise of 64,
198-pound Ren Stackhouse, an-
other youngsidr, the sieady
improvement of defenseman
Wayne Muloin, 28, of Provi-
dence, to name a few.

Glover has had his disap-
pointments too — his goalies
have suffered from a bad case
of the blahs, injuries have
halted the work of defense-
man Carol Vadnais (knee)
and No. | draft choice Tony
Featherstone, and Providence
toughie Tony Geogan appears
to be a shade too slow to play
in the NHL

“We are starting tn run out
of ime. It's only 16 days until
we open the season.” Glover
sald “We've lnoked at a It of
players, but the time for lnok-

ing i+ about fimshed Thn
woekend will give us a very
good Indication of whe Wil
stay and who will go.”

Glover emphasises that he's
still got & few personne)
switches in miod, but right
now here is the team he'll
field in these next exhibition
games:

Center Mike Laughton with
wings Bill Hicke and Brian
Perry: Ted  Hampson with
Gary Jagrett and Don 0'Dono-
ghue; Earl Ingerfield with
Norm Fe and Bob Dil-
labough; and finally Joe Har-
dy with Gerry Etmn and
Gene Ubriace. ~

Defensive patrings are Bert
Marshall and Ron Stackhouse,
Doug Roberts and Wayne Mu-
loin, and Dick Mattiuss: and
Neil Nichoison,

The goalies include Chris
Worthy, Charlie Hodge and
Miarcel Pailie

In all. there are 21 phm
slated for duty with the club
in the next three games, not
counting the two Providence
games.

Glover said he will take no
more than 18 players to Oak-
land. Obviously, three players
—i Roalie, a defenseman and
a lorward won't make it

Unless Ubriaco improves he

will hc W 0'Dono-

has a

deknu Stackbouse

and Mnhh are in a bead-

to-head battle for the remain-
Ing slot.

The goaltending job is wide
open at this point, although
Worthy has an apparent edge
on Hodge and Pailie

But that's only speculation
and Glover isn't committing
himsell nne way or the other
today on who will be there
Oct. 11
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