Believable Progress

-

Seals Fool New York

By HERB MICHELSON
Bee Sparts Writer

OAKLAND — Maybe, just maybe,
thig will ba the season a team labelled
as “the improved" S:litmh Seals
will indeed be improv

The Golden Ones knocked off the
allegedly excelient New York
Islanders 51 here last night on sheer
aggression and naw have won three of
their last four games, This gives the
townics six wing In 18 games this
season; not pecessarily a record of
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A s2ason ago, the Seals
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out.

Coach Jack Evans is not quick to
say the Golden Ones have “jelled.™
He suggests the NHL season “'is just
Fghl o, Butur sy senis 0

now, But our system seems 1o
compatible with our talent.*

© Off the performance against the

Islanders, who'd lost only two of their
first 14 before arriving bere, rookie

coach Evans is understating.

‘l'beGoldenOoetmadethecpszm
bhotshot lslanders Jook )::umyby
persistent forechecking. ork
never could get much going, and their
big scorer, defemseman Dennis
Potvin, was throttled. In fact, four of

.the Seals’ five goals came with Potvin

ontheice. — i
“Forechscking ways a Asé
sald Evans, “because it mesns
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to play."

'ﬂieSellspla this one without
truly im defenseman Rick
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who was beached and admitted he
deserved 1.

Hrechkosy's thunder of a season
Ago now has passed to rookie center
Dennis Maruk. small, quite quick and
mlyl’.'l’:;hmbenhnumm

All the Golden One posls were
rather lovely, Dave Gardner, hanched
last week. got the firston a tip at 1306
of the first rflnd Gary Sabourin
rrade (2 3-0 at 0:00 in the sacond period
when the Seals had & man advantage.
Idander goalie Glenn Resch had

lorped Gary's shot, but the puck just
od off Resch's tummy and into the

urry Paxei/ picked up number four
on a nice drive at 1:48 of the final
period on & pass from ex-Blackhawk
veteran Jim Pappin. Coach Evans
says Pappin “ls finally getting into
ged condition™ after an early season

Idout,

Apparently. At 10:M, Pappin
hammered home the last Ses! score,
faking out Resch, the Islander
dafense and the entire Oaskland
Argna, feinting two or three passes
and just shooting kimsell,

The only Islander goal, off Gary

. was garbage. Simmons,
switching his Jessey number from 0
1o 31 because he [uat turned 11 years
old. was in a stack of hoddies nn tha joe

when Bryan Trottler found a path to
the net,

The Soals' power Eplly Is still not
Inumlduung. but Evans lin't too
concerned, ''We dan't have the worst
pawer play ln this lengue," he sald,
“And we do have Jood legs. We'ro
coming right along.'
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