EX-FIGURE SKATER

The Unique Seal

By SPENCE CONLEY

Mike Laughton, rugged
blond center for the Oakland
Seals, 18 unique — bhe traded
in u palr of figure skates for a
carcer in the Nuthonal Hockey
League.

Lanky and powerful, the
23yearold Laughton [im
drew on a palr of skates when
he was three, but the eventual
objective was school figures,
three-lobe waltzes, and spllt-
Jumps, nol puck-passing and
goalscoring,

But an interesung twist of
events has helped Mike jump
from the Senior Men's frees-
tyle championship of Nelsan,
B.C., into the historic NHL ex-
pansion draft, and today, a re~
gular pivot's job with the
Seals — in two years,

Like mest Canadian kids,
Mike liked hockey, but he was
intent on bullding a career as
a figure skater, He did well
too, winning championships
right along, plucking off the
Koofenay (a large region in
B.C.) titles in singles, dance,

and pairs three xiraight
years,

“I'd kept my hand in hock-
ey all along." recalls Mike. 1
used 10 play In flgure skates
all the time, but when I was
elght they made me switch 10
regular  hockey skiles. The
olhers wre loo dangerous bes
cause of the 1eeth on the
from

“1 was doing pretty well as
a figure skater und even went
so far &s to ke fifth in the
Western Canada  Champlon-
ships ag a novice,

"1 went on 1o the University
of Noire Dame in Nelson and
started to play @ little for the
Nelson Maple Leafs, a2 senior
team in the area. I scored 36
goals for two straight years
and had over 70 pamnts both
years as well.”

scoul for the Teoronto Maple
Leafs and Mike was encour-
aged to give pro hockey 2 try.
He did — for one exhibition
game!

“I told the guys on my ama-

feur team that 1'd come back
and 1 wasn't 100 sure about
the pros, but all the next sum-
mer 1 got letters and tele

p!lsukhgmlolry
aguin.
The next season, the &2,
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that problem by being tough,
aggressive, and downright
mean.

Hardly the kind of conduct
sou'd expect from a figure
skaler.



