Pride and Authority .

Coach Applauds Seals

By Hugh ‘McDosald
Times Stafl Writer

Playing it loose and with nothing to worry about
except next vear’s coniracts, the Seals are making life
miserable for teams that have more to gain than the
Seals have to lose.

Teams are finding that they can’t look past the
Seals to their next game.

*T knew what the Seals are capable of,” said St
Louis coach and former Seals hockey director Garry

" Young. ‘‘Maybe our boys were looking forward to Sun-
day's game against Vancouver instead of the one at
hand.”

Whatever it was, the game wound up 7-4 in favor of
the Seals before a crowd of 5,080 who braved the storm
Friday night to come to the Oakland Arena and see the
Seals give out with a sterling offensive effort.

The loss cost the Blues a chance to make their
Sunday game against Vancouver a tussie for first place
in NHL Division No. 2. Vancouver was drubbed 12-4 by
‘Atlanta Friday night, and the Blues failed to take advan-
tage of their opportunity to close the three-point gap

between the two teams. As it was, Chicago defeated

Detroit 6-2 and moved into the division jead, one point
over Vancouver.

The Seals closed out a siz-game home stand with a
fine effort. They play in Buffalo on Sunday and Toronto
on Monday before returning to Oakland Wednesday to
host the Philadelphia Flyers.

T think it is a compliment to the individuals that
they are playing with so much pride and so much
authority,'” said Seals hockey director and coach Bill
McCreary of his charges, who are out of playoff conten-
tion. “The team is playing weli as a unit.”

This was evident as the Seals’ goals were scored by
seven different players.

The Seals go{ off to a 20 lead as Larry Patey
notched his 22nd goal of the season and Dave Hrechosy
his 29th in the first period. A minuted after the latter’s
goal, Bill Collins was put into the clear by Bob Plager
for the Blues’ first counter. Rick Hampton ad '2d one for

the Seals and Floyd Thomson one for St. Louis before the
period ended.

Jim Neéilson caught the right hand corner of the St.
Louis net with a good shot for the only goal of the middle
frame.

Bob Gasson outmuscled Seals defenseman Rick
Hampton to score at 5:23 of the third period, but the
Seais got this ome back when Stan Weir and Brian
Lavender clicked on a two-on-one break. Weir faked a
shol and passed to Lavender, who had a practically
empty net for his second goal of the season when St.
Louis goalie Yves Belanger went for Weir's adroit feint.

Al MacAdam broke a scoring drought for the Seals’
sixth goal, and captain Joey Jokuson scored his first goal
since Feb. 19 (when he broke his wrist in a game against
Toronto).

Playing at center, Johnson also had two assists to go
along with his goal.Collins scored his second goal of the
evening for the Blues in a lost cause at 18:37.

ICE CHIPS

When 8lues coach Young was advised betore lest night's game that
Atiania had drubbed vancouver 12+, he said, “'Tell *he guys. If wa win this
game tonight, we'll be gnlng tar first place an tho TV gerw of the week from
Vancouver on Sunday.”’

As an n"wthuughi he added, | worty whan a teem pety hurt like that.
They get tolgh,”

Young's worcies ware premature. The Sesls tock care 01' that.

Navenheius after the game, Young stlll was hopatul, ““We con st end
up in first place.” he sald.

The Biuas trall Chicago by four points snd the Canucks by thres,

When Younp took over as coach of ihe Blues (85! November, §t. Louis
had orly nine points, They now have 73.

He stiributed the chnngenbmn mainly 1o good itrages. He seid the
Solpmons, owner of the Blues, “sre grest people to wark foer. ™

The Blues are drawing crowrds of 18,000 af times. Young said they have
sold 17.000 season tickets.

The Seais’ yeason ticket total i in the region of 1,000,

One of the factors in the Bluss’ suczess was ouf of action Iast night,

Nineteen-year-0ld defenseman Bob Hess was hit in the foat by & puck in
the S0, Louls ipss 1o Los Angeles on Thursday night. He axpects ta ba back in
Ihe linsup by Sunday.

Of him, Young has said, “"He's taced the big scorers all season and has
done A joiz an them. For his age. he's the beu there 3.

To this, ane of Hess’s tearm miates added, "“The big thing mbout Bab |5 that
ne has learned to cut down on his mistakos. He improves every games and
mokes plays some vetersn defansamen wan't make. Once you tell him
something, he never forgets 1.

Gliles Meloches had 44 shots tired by him last night and was glven full
credit by Young far his cantribution fo the Seals victory,

(See Page 24, Col. 3)

Seals Rout Blues

(Continved from Page 23)

scCraeary thought Meloche played wel, but nol really any Detder than
same ather games in the past.

Internal Revenue Service gyehrows have teen rsised at syme of the
deductions claimed by hackey players

The IRS was nol persyaded that % worth ol bair styling was 10 d
playar-s professicnal advantage.

argurrents (hat $60 for a canoe trip. 875 for bowiing and larger amgunts
for golfing on grounds that any exercise is essential to professional Hiness
didn't wash glther

SCORING

S LOUIS e 20 1—4
 Calitornia........ e d 13—
Firsl Periol afay 22 5|n-|rne X 2, "Cari‘graia,

Hrechnosy 29 wnlmms Geroner B:01. 3, 5. Louis. Caliins 20 R. Plager.
Lotley, 3 01 4, Calitarnia, Hampton 3 Pesut. Johnpston, 1t:04. 5, 5t Leuis.
Thomsen 13 Plarte. Betonger, 12:35. Penaity-Gassoff, StL, 17:55.

second Periog — 4, Callfornia, Nellson 3, 15:20. Panalties — Simmer
Cal, 4.54; Posut, Cal, 9:04; Plante, 5.1, 14:35

Third Feriod — 7, 5t Louis, Gassoff 3, 5:23, 8, California, Lavender 2
Weir, 8:42. . Califernla, MocAgam 17 Jornston, Fasut, 12:55 10, California,
Johnsipn 12 Macadam, Frig. 17:55. 1, 51 Louls, Collins 2) Gessaff. 1837
PENALTIES — Patey, Cal, 2:27; Aftleck, StL, 19:21,

Srots on yaal: St. Lovis 13+13-13-44, California 13-8-13-34

Goalies' St. Lovis, Belanger California. Meloche. A 5,089



