Seals’ Offense

Special to The Tribune

LANDOVER, Md. — Wayne Merrick and the -

Seals made the Washington Capitals’ [ans look
like Rhodes Scholars last night.

On first glance, the Caps’ clientele appeared
1o be a breed of lunatic not seen since the Mets’
loyalists circa 1364. After all, over 10,000 of them
showed up to see their lowly Caps fall 8-5 1o the
almost as lowly Seals.

You'd think they would save their money until *

someone “like the Montreal Canadiens come to
Jown so-they. could see some good hackey for a
change.

Merrick, the Seals, and the Capitals, however,
treated the faithful to a game at least as
entertaining as any recent Super Bowl.
> 'The Seals came out on top of this one, spiced
with goals galore, end-to-end rink rushes, two or

Demolishes Washington

WAYNE MERRICK
- A retord night

. three brawls and, believe it or not, some good

play in goal.

Merrick, who is making the Seals’ trade for
him from St. Louis look more and more like a
steal everyday, set a club record for points scored
in & game with six—getting the hat trick "and
three assists.

+ The old record was five set by Gerry Pinder

“in the 1971-72 season.

The Seals also broke another club mark,
peppering Cap goalies Ron Lowe and Bernie Wolfe
with 51 shots. The old mark was 49 against
Tarento in November, 1970.

“He bad a real fantastic night,” said an
eimiltused Jack Evans of Merrick. “His line really
clie
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The Seal coach made sever-
al changes for the game in-
cluding inserting Merrick to
center a line with former
teammate at St. Logis Gary
Sabourin an the right and Bob
Girard on the left.

~The line produced siv of
the Seals’ eight goals, a sea-
son high. And Merrick had a
stick in each one of his lines.

“Ive always wanied to be
known as a heckey player whe

Last night he had it hoth
ways.

In between getting the Seals |

going in the opening minute
and his hat trick shet with
7:02 leit that put up the final
score, Merrick scored another
one as well as he sel pp
Sabourin with his 13th, and
Grrard twice,

Girard deflected in a hard.
low shot by Merrick for his
first goal o clioax a four-

in 12 games “especiaily on the
;hal;iee‘ breakawavs Washington
The coach also was pleased
with Pappin, moved from
right wing to_center a line of
Gary Holt and Wayne King.
Pappin and Al MacAdam
scored the other two Seal
goals
*Yeah, I think | might have
found a spot for Pappin,” the
coach satd.

goal second period for the 5w

FIRST PERIOD

works with his wingers and
that his wings scored a lot of
goals,” said Berrick. I
would rather be known as a
lavmaher than a goal scor-
er.” 5

Seals that erased a 2-1 Wash- 1 5 seass
ington lead and gave them a |
momentary 3-2 hulge.

Evans said "Gary Sirnmons.
despite giving up five goais,
looked good in his first start

. Mernck [113
{Aopoin, Hompton)

1 Wasningion |, JDh‘ lb)
{urassisled) . 7.5

1 2 Wigshington.. White [ll‘)
{Marsan) ., ¥

Shats on goal: Se0ls 14, Washy 12
Penpities: Lynch, Wosh, :33: Mox-
&y, Seals, 1:24, Morson, Wash, 1.24,
Christie, Sepls, 4:5%; MacAdam,
Seols. mair. 18,35 Lvnch. Wash,
major, 18:15, Brossor!, Wosh, 19,14

SECOND PERIOD

1 2 Swls .- Sobounn (131
(Memck Punmn! . &

37 SMls e Memci{i!!
fSebounn).. . .. .. 1551

4 2 Eepls ... ... Puppin (Sl
{Holt, King) _, .
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2 Senls Gnrnrd [:i
{Merrick, qu:obs) R el
5 3 Washspton
(Lynch, Monghon} ., RER ]
Shols on 300t Seaks 19, Wash ¥
Penalties: Lobre, Wosh, 15:480: Frig,
Seuls, 17,37
THIRD PERIOD

& 3 Seois l‘\-'lul:Adum m&
funasmisted) ... .. iy

4 2 Waoshinglon Jniv l?)
[Clement, S\lewurﬂ

7 4 Sadls e reeses ulmrd (6;
(Meernickl s _., . 540

7 5 Woshington . ... ... Stewﬂ téi
Sires) . .o .. .

B 5 Szols .. ... .- Merm:k(l:n
1Grrard, an] . 12:38

Shats on gogl: Seols ik, Wash 10,

Fenolfies: MocAdam, Seais, 1.41;

1 Bouey. Wash, 5% Ahern, Senls,
3.39; Anern, Seelr, moior-miscan-
duct, .32 Lvach, Wosh, maijor-
misconduct, 14:32; Morgoch, Seols,
T9.57; Marsef, Wash, doutrbe misor,
19 57
Totol shols: Seals 35, Wosh 3).
referee. Bryon Lewis
Gonlies Seqls, Simmons; Wosh,
Lowe ond Woile_
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