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Hockey P

By GEORGE ROSS

Tribuse Sperts Editer
OSHAWA, Ont. — The pub-
lte relations of professional
hockey is like a punch in the
head. It may jar you but 1t
:fﬂl straighten up Your pownt
What makes it seem &0

Last of a Series

stark, in this day of the coined
phrase.lﬁ' glib coaches, 15 1l's
50 brutally honest. Like hock-

Imlgme a Rauder ot 4Ser
head coach blasting out:

“McGillicuddy is gong ‘o
have to make up his mind
which league he wants to play
in. His biggest problem seems
o0 be courage,” or;

“Ferner continues to be
very unimpressive, He's de-
stroying the club with his
ioose play. It was a disgusting
show by most of our veterans,
in fact. We had a full house
and we embatrassed our-
mlveslu-

The phrase-makers of pro

omn amd pre baseball give

pussy cat.

Hank Bauer had the audaci-
ty 1o blurt out “They quit on
me,"” and Charley Finley lired
him. Both of them khew Hank
was all through weeks belore,

Once you get to undatstand
about hockey, 1t shapes up as
square as a big man's hand-
shake, No messing around
with four-bit phrases when
four-letter words tell it hke it
is

“Lousy goaltending, no hit-
ting ahd no skating,” suinmea
up a recent 54 exhibition
game loss. “We were not in
jios

Where the PR men in other
sports would cringe if a coach
blasted a player and ‘“de-
stroyed our morale,” the guys

.-

R Like a Punch in the Head

who play hockey respect a
Fred Glover for telling them
off — and telling the !ans
about it.

“There are a0 corners to
hide in," said veleran wing
Bill Hicke.

$o much the better, then, to
judge what Glover sees in his
1968 camp. For instance, a
new kid who may not even get
nto Oakland this season.

“I signed a pro contract to-
day," 20-year-gld Neil Nich
olson said the other evening
on the steps of the homely
Genosha Hotel, “It's a big
day.”

He said 1t Lke a farm boy
confiding that he’d just be-
come engaged to the lown
belle, awe-stricken that he
hadn't become an instant re-

jeat.
“Nicholson was terrific in
two games, clearly our best
the boss said

last nigit. ‘“He has a chance
to be a fine hockey player.”
These aren’t smooth and ur-
bane college kids coming into
a pro camp with All-American
chippings 1n hand, Nicholson

The Seals Are Coming

describes umself as a “new
buy from the Mantmes,"
which is admuting to bump-
kmism

So he's a courageous 511,
176-pounder who started skat-
mg at 3 and was on hus furst
organized team at 8, both Neil
and Glover know it’s all uphll
from here.

Against their farm club m

, when some of the
velerans were eamning such
coachly blasts as “It's tough
(0 have to say #t, but we've
broken down and iU's the
veterans who are causing the
problems,” Nicholson turned
up biooded and on the payroll,
a sleeper who stuck.

Next day Glover skated
them untl their tongues were
hanging out, a chastisement
all underwent whether they'd
put oul, or not the night be-
fore, and the honest world of
hockey heard this reaction:

“We deserved it. He gave it
(0 us good.”

Nicholson had been chal-

lenged and got into a fust.
swingirg go with a tough old-
er head n the exhibition
game, and the vels had let
hum take ms lumps. He didn't
seem to mind but was sur-
prised at the reaction next
day.

“Coach Glover apologized to
me for the veterans,” he said.
“Then he said Mr. Selke want-
ed to see me and they signed
me 10 a contract, my first as
a pro. I didn’t get all I asked
for but I got more than I ex-
mm-“

For all his hayfield manner,
the young kid from St. John
New Brunswick, turned down
several college opportunities,
including one at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in up-
state New York to play hock-
ey. He's strong in mathemat-
ics and the physical sciences.
Strong, 00, in defense.

“We don't know if he’ll be
with Providence or up here,”
Glover said. It depehds upon

injuries, of which the Seals
have had a bunch.

The club is looking at its
rookies closely, So far Don
O'Donoghue, another 20-
year-okd, has been most im-
pressive. Tony Featherstone,
first round draftee who
scored 6 points on 20 goals
and 39 assists in the tough On-
tario Hockey Associstion last
Yyear, hasn't come off an early

3, 190-pound Tangy t
gu{tho'llhetwghashe
out.

Glover and the velerans
aren’t pulling punches about
Oakland’s chances in the
196970 National Hockey
League race. They finished a

strong second in the Western
Dlvlﬂon last year, but faded
1n the playof(s.

“The Western Division is all
improved,” Glover said. “St.
Louis and Minnesola show
fine potential. We'll have to
work to stay with them. In the
East it looks like the Cana-
diens, the Bruins and the
Rangers. just like last year.

“St. Lows has to be consi-

dered carrying a shght edgt
in our division,” he ahl.
veterans lke Capt. Ted
Hampeon and forward Billy
Hampeo and Hicke agree.

Hicke questions that “‘Saint
Lewie,” as he pronounces i,
can be as sirong with goalten-
der Glenn Hall retired. ‘If he
stays retired,” Hicke said.

Carof Vadnais also leans t0-
ward Monireal in the East,
agrees that New York should
be n the playoffs, and says
he's “got to pick Detroit” o
be coming up to the top m the
old division.

“In cur division I don’t see
why we won’t finish furst or
close,” he said. “They'll miss
Hall. But he might be back,”
he said of the St. Louis Bues.

St. Louis was 37-25-14 with
204 goals for and 157 goals
against last season. Oakland
was 20:36-11, with 219 goals
for, 251 agalnst.

“If we can cut down oOpe
goal every iwo games, we
could hold it (o 220 goals
agalest, and that wil clmnge
a lot of losses io wins,” he
sald. “I'd like 1o fmprove my
defensive records individual-

ly. 1 finlshed minns 13 on h
seasth,”’

Now a second-year defetm.
man, Vadnais hed a
first season, 15 goals apd
assists, while absorbing a
of pressure from atiac)
foes,

“I hope we have
three-on-two this year,”
sald, “We'll have a listle
experience with Harry
coming to help us and
year of game el'peﬂenu
others.

“At &2, 200, 'm the
est defenseman on the team,
Bert Marshall is 63, m,
Stackhouse is 63, Duug
erts is 6-2 and over 200, How-
el is 61, 200, and one of the
best the Rangers ever had.

“We don’t have all the size
in the forward lines and our
forward were backing up a lit-
tle last season, but we trust
each other,” he said. “It alt
went well for me, but it wasa
team effort. I'm looking for-
ward 1o another one. I have
confidence in myself and.ih
my teammales and we all will
play for Fred Glover.”
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