Seals Gain Respect

Closed Out in Boston

By JOHN PORTER

The Seals went out of the playolis
with a bang, not a whimper.

They still hawe eighy games to
play, but are effectively removed
from plavoff consideration. Even if
the Seals win their remaining
matches and Toronie loses the rest,
the Maple Leafs would be a point
ahead in the Adams Division.

Torowto didn't play vesterday. It
wasn'l necessary as the Scals lost a
close one, 4-2, to the Boston Bruins.

The 14,21 fans in Boston Garden

saw the Bruins take an early lead,
but this was one game the Seals
weren't hung out to dry. They nearly
knecked the Bruins into the Charles
River.

The Bruins® last geal—the sec-
oad-by Wayne Cashman—rolied inta

an empty net in the last minute.
Pittsburgh alse collected a freebie at
the end of its 4-2 win over the Seals
Saturday night.

“Another one-goal loss,””  mut-
tered Wayne Merrick in frustralion.
Of the Seals' 38 losses this season. 13
have been one-posl games, including
the emply-net matches.

“What's the point of Boston
trying o test us like that?” asked
Seals captain Bob Stewar?, referring
to the second period that had three
fights and 3 penalty minutes. “We
handled it and [ think we gain
respect for il with puys like Al
iMacAdam) and Mike (Christic),
whin are two of the best fighters in
the league.”
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Seals Eliminated
From Playoffs
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Winning flhts can be oot
lv. Stewar] into & fussle
with Terry O'Relly and suf-
[ered a possible broken finger
i ks left hamd.

If Stewart can’t play agains
Buffalo el the Arena Wegnes-
day. the Simls will be dows bo
three defensemen and swing-
man Geprge Peaul. Len Frig
15 schedubed for kree surgery
O,

“We're lhin on defense,”
agreed coach Jack Ewans.
“Well just have e wail snd
H"T.“ - r

Evans dwdn't realive umtil
after the game that the liss
matpematically eliminated
his feam.

“We've increased (e win
percentage (rom 20 to 3"
said the coach. “'Those alher
Seals teams (in the last four

- segsng) were oul of (he play-

offs kg before we were”

(raalie Gary Simmams, who
was Kicking himsell for de
Mecting It Basbon's first goal
and musplayieg their mext fwo
SoWen. BTesess amare Lhan
reapisiabilily for the Seals

“We're just twa or Lhree
plavers from being the team
bir beal In oar divisen,™ he
sal. “Lasl year H we had
gWen op v fqaicke gnals
Ive thal.” Be samd, snapmng
his fingers. “they'd bombr me
willl 3 shits.”

The: shils last mighl were
even, H-all,

Bob Muardoch scored s
I7th fr 1be Seals mn o pewer

play, taking Al MacAdam's
pass feom behind the net to
cul Bosten's lead to 2-1.

An umlimely line change
#ave (e Bruing & moal in the
secopdl petind, bat Fred Ah-
em, who grew up®in South
Boston, whasked in iz 14th in
Ihe last period. Il may have
been the first tme ever that &
Seal was cheered fof soeming
ne ihe mad.

“We've proved a ol this
Year.” said Sunmoms. “Ne-
berdy faughs st us anymnre,
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