A team sealed with golden memones

Bay Area’s first
NHL kanchise
had a short but
colorful history

By Reas McKeon
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Seals captain Carol Vadnais has trouble finding his gloves after a fight, just as has team had trouble finding victorses in the earty 70

® SEALS from B-1

Sealed with
golden memories

Ford and announcer Pat Summer
all.

In 1970, Charles O. Pinkey pur-
chased the team and changed the
pame to the California Golden
Seals. He dressed them in the col
ors of his Oakland A's — green and
pold, complete with white skates -
and tried a variety of gimmicks to
arouss interest.

*1 think we had a good corps of
sbout 6000 to 7,000 fans” waid
former Seals goalie Gilles Meloche,
now goaltending coach and & scout
for the Pittaburgh Penguine, who
will participate Friday. “T always
thought # could go there, it just
didnt happen at that time.

The team was starting to make
hendway in the standings. They
had escaped the cellar in three of
four sessons by 1972, but the for-
mation of the rival World Hockey
Amsociation, which was offermg
competitive contracta, gave players
an sppealing option.

“We lost nine players to the
WHA who would have made us »
better chub.” said Meloche

The Seals would never leave the

cellar again.

The late Finley lost interest by
1974, and the league took control of
the financially struggling Seals.
Munson Campbell was assigned to
run the team while local ownership
wus sought.

In 19786, local hotelier Mel Swig
owned the Seals, but his sttempts
to get a new arena built in down-
town San Francisco got shot down.
By midsesscn, current Sharks ma-
Jority owner George Gund became
A minor investor in the Seals' own-
ership group.

“It was & shock to the players”
sald Dennis Maruk, whose rookie
season with the Seals was the first
of a 14-year NHL carver. “] had »
good following for a first-year play-
er. | liked the area. It's too bad we
had t0 move.”

By the fall of 76 the Seals had
moved 0 & suburh of Cloveland,
where they stayed for just two ses
sona beflore merging rosters with
the Minnesota North Stam in
1978

*"We went from playing golf of-
ter practice o throwing snowballs
26 miles out of town,” Simmone
stid. “It wan & travesty

“The first timme | stepped on the
e | noticed a whole bunch of dead
flies in the comer.” he added “1
sald, “They committed suicide be-
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Goalle Gulles Meloche was a bright spot during the Colifornio Golden

Seals’ nine - yoar existence in Oakland

cause they're in Cleveland ' *

In all, the Seals were 8 combined
182.401-115 during nine regular
seasons in Oakland. Six times they
finished last.

The boosters club still exista
Approvimately 50 members meet

every other month. They contioue
W publish & newsletter, and the
group still sttends annual conven-
Lons.

“The group is getting smaller,”
Toki said. “They're cither moving
AWRY OF passing sway.”




