Bright Future
For 70% Seals

By HUGH McDONALD
Times Staff Writer

For a team operating at only
70 per cent of its capabilily,
Oakland Seals’ accomplish-
ments of the past week bode
well for the future,
Before 8,140 fans on Saturday
night. the iargest and noisiest
crowd of the scason, the Seals
upset the famed Montreal Cana-
diens, 2-1, to give them their

first vietary over an estabiished Fo0d pocker.

six NHL squad. This triumph,
on top of 2 1 draw with the
Detrott Red Wings and a 4-1L win

over the Los Angeles Kings last) *

week, pulled the Seals our of the
cellar into fifth place in the
Western NHL division,

On Wednesday they play the| '

Kings in the south and on Satur-
day they will be hosts to the
Fitisburgh Penguins at the 0ak-1
land Arena.

The 70 per cent estimate was|

iven by General Manager-
ch Bert Olmstead, a perfec-
tionist who probablyat the
Pearly Gates will quarrel with
St. Peler's decisions at the
;penhlg and closing of the sin
in

Olinstead insists that his team
can play 30 per cent beiter
hockey than it is doing. He
points in particular to the Bills
and Ron Harriz and Bil Hicke
line which has not been pro-
during goals.

In Saturday night's contest,
the Seals and Canadiens went
scoreless through two periods of
fast, hard-hitting hockey.

In the third period wit Seals’
defenseman Bobby Baun off for!
holding, Jerry Odrowski broke
clear on a break away against
the attacking Canadiens.

“I could feel Lthose guys
breathing down my meck,”
said Odvowskl afterwards, “so |-
1 just let the puck go.” His
shot went past Montreal goa-
liz Guop Worsley and sent
the crowd inte an uproar.

The noise was oniy exceeded
Ey George Swarbrick's ninth
goal of the season about five
minutes later. It came on a
Seals’ power play on a passout
from  Charlie Burns. Swar-
brick’s lce skimmer from 40
feet away went past Worsley's
stabbing stick.

A little over two minutes later
the Canadiens closed the gap to
21 when Ralph Backstrom fin-
ished off a neat short-passing
effort with J. C. Tremblay.

The combination play drew
_Bo raves [rom Olmstead in his

F oresold preferred

post-zame analysis. “Combi- [the game and they engineered
nation, hell!” be exclaimed, |three face-offs inside the Oak-
“it was just lousy checking by |land dlue line. Goalie Charlie
our forwards whe shoald have |Hodge had to make three bril-
been trying to protect a two- |liant saves. Oimstead admitted

goal lead.” t
The Canadiens pulled their's
goal
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