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The Barons Boosters:
Club that won't quit

By PHIL HARTMAN

Hockey's demise found most of
Cleveland looking the other way.
But for a hard core of hockey lovers,
it was a wrenching loss, and hock-
ey's death here is mourned even
loday.

It is nearly three years since the
Barons and the National Hockey
[eague moved on, but the Barons
Booster Club still thrives — booste
in exile, without a team .

They meet and talk hockey. They
travel to Pittsburgh, Detroit and
pther cities to watch it And they
hunger for its return to Cleveland.

For these 70 or 50 club members,
hockey is a sport that stands alone.
Booster Club president Dorothy Mi-
chalko says it for most of them.

“] just love hockey. 1 love the
sport,” says Dorothy, a slim blond
with a ready smile for visitors to
City Hall's licensing department.

“I have tried to get interested in
pther sports — soccer and basket-
ball and football. But there is noth-

ing like hockey. It has so much ac-
tion. 1t is so exciting.

“We try to keep interest alive. We
see as many hockey games as we can
out of town till it comes back. And
we hope it does come back, to Cleve-
land, not the Coliseum.

“T am not talking about an Akron
and Youngstown team. I mean
Cleveland. The American Hockey
League wants to come back here but
there Is no place to play. We would
be happy with the NHL or the AHL
But not at the Coliseum.”

Until their sport returns, the Bar-
ons Booster Club's membership
hangs in there with hockey trips and
with social and charitable activities.

Not everybody in the club agrees
with Dorothy on the Coliseum as &
site, incidentally.

Doug Archibald, the senior card-
holder of the Boosters, commented
g:i:-‘l‘:u a club get-together the other

L

“The problem at the Coliseum
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