Seals Win Thrilling Debut, 6-5
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Seals vs.
Russians?

vy

ERETE YTy
The orgamist
Somelking Big."

And you batter believe it.

The 3,413 fans at last mpht's
sparkling new Oak

1t was a puperh
Seals won s overtime.
ena, though, took & ivtle less Gme Lo prove a
winner. It took 55 Jong as one leok,

The colonng, the saating, the lLighting, the score.
board, the rmnk, cuncessions and even tne b
temperature thoroughly pleased the opening mght sudi-
ence

It i5 & great spot for viewing a bockey game. And it

will be even grester for viewing a hoxing match,
Ailegn Eston, whe puts on fights 1= Los An.
geles, ¢ up here with several soathland writers to
inspect the place for the Nov. 28 card which she is co
promoting bere.

“Thus 13 mcer than the Loz Angeses Sports Arena,”
she raved

“With all the glass around i1,” sal
umnist Jim Mutray, “all you peed now
shield wiper,”

Hockey on Global Scale

Enjoying last night's opener was Bob Wilson, Na-
tomal Hockey League scout for 23 years who discovered
and signed Bobby Huli, the Willie Mays of the ice spert

“Swce "ve been out here,”’ sald Wilson, "T have
watched six Western Hockey League games And four of
thase six bave gone overtime. it's most amazing.”

Wiison envisaons the day when a hockey team from
Russia or Italy or Czechosiovakia will come to the Oak-
Jand Arena to battle the Calforma Seals,

“Telestar satellite, with sts worldwide pessibthy
will open hockey compelition on a global scule never |
dreammed of before,” the super scout predicted,

*Within seven 1o 10 years we will be abie 1o il in our |
Uving room here snd ses & telocast of the Seals facing |
off against the Russiazs direct from the Moscow sr.om‘l
Arens."” |

The team from the Soviet Uniom would give our gays |
@ farious figh !

s

played

=, mnesad et o - 2oy |
Bs The Start of

“"This Cemld Bs

ckay opener in the
eni heard v snd belioved 5t.
n every way Tos Cabformua

syndicated eol-

one big w

y team in Burope,” sad
Wilson. "“The players prachice 15 hours a day They're a3 |
regimented 2s the Army

““The Russigms are reugh. But they con't shoot the |
puck rapidly enough to beat an NHL team. The Amar-
icans fire faster than the Russians are used to seeing "

Soviets Need U.5, Goalie

A Soviet cosch has already stated that of e ever got
an NHL goal tender the Russians would beat anyttung
over here !

“Of course,' said Wilsom, “if we played them ac-|
cordipg to their rules and with their referees, we would |
lose. They rule out body contact. That's o beg part of our
game "

Wilson scouted for the Teronto Maple Leafs for esght |
years and the Chocago Black Hawks for 15. Now he 5]
emplayed as the chsef Laleént hunter for the Oakland club |
and will soom comb the warld for players.

What's the chance of bringing s Russian, Czech or|
Norwegian over here to play for the Seals? |

“It coald happen,” saud Wilsan. “Canadians are now |
instructing and coaching heckey in Enrope. That helps.

“These lads come back and give us the lowdown on |
ta)ent over there. |

“Someday one might siy, There's & player in Italy|
who could be the greatest. All he needs is (o lesrn our|
style of bockey.'

“Well, there is nothiag to prevent us from signing
that young man and eventually moving him here to play °
for Oakland."

Now that the NHL kas finally agroed to permit the
Sesls along with five other clubs to josn Ha excingive |
majr jeagee federation there suddenly arises a dearth |
of young, unsigned top talent

'] discavered Bobby Hull when he was 13. AL 18 ke
was starring for the Chicago Black Hawks,™ sald Wilson. |

Coatiweed Page 54, Col. 4|

Sudden
Death
Victory

By SPENCE CONLEY
For a beam coalronted Sy
opering nght ptiers, a defayed
starl, soggy ice, amithe {rus-
X ¥ the © N 3

g San
formia Seals

s Nyearold
at 1 46 ol
tme last
s 2 65 vicios
Seum Arens
disputcd pes
second po-

Sazls facked
wy shewed on
road

oile:
“Tae tess al two praclics deys
this  week bhecause of
ssavaiahility of e wan b
vaus," lamented coutionsly
Rippy Rody Puoss, the Sealy'
peral mamager.
| shatp at all We
AV any Wgs under us

mistiankes and
pot plenky when thers

geals scored
vs

the game
yail've

ung we can e
! 1 we Mnade
sa they dud,”

have te Lghtea 1 delense
conedecably and ke mors pee-
cise = their oflense

The cae thimg thal canlinues
2 impress Piloas, Boegh, & the
Seals knack of puliing vicwry
out of Gt fires Five times this
vear the Sealy have come from
hehind 1o wia or lie,
11 games Dey Tave
r 1o the infant Wesl.
Leagoe seasee,
have gane wlo evestime an
Seals hEvent yvi been wnocked
oft un the suddendeath peniod.

“San Dwgo played yery well,

Costisued Page ¥, Col 1

FIRST FACEOFF—Referee Barry Ballance gets ready o drop the  startctachen F ght crowd of 9,213 saw Seals wan a thrilling,
puck for first event i beaunful rena as playing<oach  overtime Western key League fesy, &5 Seals play Victona
Charlie Burns of Seals (left) and San Diego's Gordon Wilkie await  in thair next game at the Arena Saturday night




Coliseum Arena Sparkles in ‘
Opening Night Cliff-Hanger

Coatizund (rem Page )

every atest of jce In the land

“The tinest in the nathen,"” he
repested, sul thet far the
‘Quesm  Bee,' e Laaf
Gardens Ib 'Nn‘uta"

So burilag Witk pleasnre over
e new hame arene—and his
Sleam's jittery win—wis Floos
ket he penclatmed the “big
. lewa" 15 oow, for Cakinpd, e
Bay Arca sad Northern Califor
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* ted, 1o et the

Leagee seasom launched
bere on ule,
i Sests were SO baing beiled
' nio place jost haurs re Uie
schedsed b pun. face off —

which was more than 43 mom-
Ules late
N were belng  air-lifleg

fram @0 cast, anf aboul 154 of
[them just didnt make # In
| time," Ray Ward of Coliseum

he..u?m:d.'WQ L them all
n bat five ar m.ﬁd we pot
Tolding chirs theew "

A truckkad of alumines ex.
trasiars used in (e Focedeve]

1
|

|

Totn Hendersos, peoject bess!
for Gy P. Atkinsca Ca., Oen-|
eral Momager Bill Cunsingbam |
of Cuoliseumn Int, amd Pres
Geege Fleawrly of (he Seals,
ook part. |
Young Barry Van Gsehr&
coowner witly Fleharty's

“risees” upuz which other foid- | Coep., beamed fram the side

ed chairs wre placed, 239 didn't| lines, smdmus — 83 wers the
meke it ockey faas — 1o gt o with
v bank o DAY Pous | o

sow bexk on Doaner Pasy,”| A g Associsted Press sele
Ward said. “But we had =08t 0| tynad It sroced the oounley, the

*%Jﬂﬁ = place by gome burst into motien;

on center e with 3

wockmen were out early -

camers. aaght oskig. Sraight
camera ang ra

waxanmmmﬁt
ed @ few seconds o the delay. .

TThen, In 16 sents after

reasie, bul al's sinyle lo (X peterve Barry Baliance

the pock, the yeung Gulle had
mashed i inlo the SeRly vt

snd e secend professonal
68500 Wos o0 i exctes]

"tm-hu crews working cvertime ln;.momllw w.u e e
0 spen. sodden-death finish in the new
' Seme 3,000 cars and a couple Tall b already Jves with &
lm Buses Brought Gam ins yoons eoyveior's passioz-

22g four big parking lots which, "I's & Jorg way fram the
Coliseun Inc. reporbed, handied| oy pasies

e hed " Was ware

than five mzutes RRie o

seal." P

| Hege spa were

! ing as far n“an eye see,

' oertainly Ueoughsut Bast Oak-

{land and across the Pay o San

i) Fraqesscs and (he Penitsals,

That 2 higpy nigh—fest of
|many ibcusaads—.was climax.

! ng vears of plateing &ad work, |

| Trde,  colefuliyurseemed
| vezdars and ushers and beights
lyecnameled signs wok the
iscoming <owd into the
breadiakin

£ av:
7= alood there Tor 1wy min-
[ules, wmable 3 Delieve my
eyes' a spartswri
{aid, “Irs s magndicess Sulle-
m"u
The gack ceromenisl whice
dediatad 4 was corductad by 5
galaxy of fhe plasners and
bullders prd doers of the
commenily. |
Frermr US Senator Willlam |
F. Kmowlazd, president ol the
ODakland Coamber of Com-
introdoced  them. =

Jorn i
Owings & Merrill, teok & W
far the sschitects and enginerms.

ver's wife
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