Seal Founder Discovers
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an ice-making plant.” .

“I had sold my interest
the Vancouver Canucks, and
decided to try to get into San
Francisce

“[ got the franchise for
free, but the ice plant cost me

Coast League baseball team
in order to preserve some of
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ly a San Francisco team by
taking in local investors.
“Mayor Christopher wanted
San Francisco represented in
ownership, so I created a pri-
vale company apd sold Me
Swig and others 40 per cent
::& kept 60 per cent,” he

In July, 1964, however,

by the demands of

travel (“I made 52 trips from

Vancouver to San Francisco
in one year"), Hall sold out.

Mel Swig and his associates
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subsequently pick up Boston's

for a good place lo invest our
money,” says Shasta Presi-
dent Geroge Fleharty.

“Everywhere we had gone
with the Follies, we found
sports people talking hockey.
With a chance for NHL ex-
pansion and the always-in-
creasing popularity of hockey,
the Seals looked like an intel-
ligent investment.”

The Swig-Shasta relation-
ship was short-lived however,
and when Swig learned he
had little chance to control
the Seals, even if they were
successful in their NHL bid,
he sold to Van Gerbig of
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Shasta took control of the
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their operation to the new $30
million Oakland-Alameda
County Coliseum for the 1966-
67 WHL season and for the
next 15 years in the National
League.

As of now, the group s
known as San Francisco
Seals, Ltd., a partnership be-
tween Shasta Corp., Van Geér-
big, and his associates,

Shasta, however, refains
majority control, even
Van Gerbig represents the
Seals on the NHL Board of
Governors.
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