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Dennis Marvk slips puck inte net to stort California on o three-goal spree during 7-7 fie

Exhausting Standoff for the Seals

By JOEN PORTER

To the purist, the hockey game was like
fomes that beich from a bus tailpipe.

The players themselves were exhausted alter
an unusually long game of three hours, bul it
wasn't because they werked up much of 2 sweat
on defense.

The best defense came alter the game whea
everyone (ried to explain how the Seals and the
Toronto Maple Leafs scored 14 goals at the Arena
last night.

“That was one of the worst dispiays of hockey
I've ever seep,'’ said goalie Gary Simmons, after
the 7-7 tie. “That's pet National Hockey League

He neglected to say what [t was, but he
decided to comment po further. He was the
backup goalie and didn't play last night, but, as
he said: “It’s my turn next.”

The Seals, winding down what has been a
surprisingly improved season for them, hest the
Detroit Red Wings Wednesday.

Simmens is boping the skaters in froot of him
check more than their offensive stats. Neither
team did last night.

“What can I say?” said Wayne Thomas,
Toronto’s goakie. "The shots came from every-
where,”

The Seals rained 17 pucks apon hum (n the
first period, but trailed 10 after Jim McKenny
scored on a power play in the 18th minute

The Leafs made it 240 in the second period.
then the Seals ripped off three straight goals for a
3-12 advantage. The lead changed hands three
more times before Toronto's Lanny McDonald
fofted a tumbling puck under Gilles Meloche's

arm For the final onal loce then faar minntoc

from the end.

“A hockey game?'' Meloche said in bewilder-

ment. “A 7-7 score is more like a foothall game,
This was stupid. 1'd have nothing to do and then
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they'd come down the K¢ and
sonre.

“Thomas gl a Jot of shols
end that's casier. He's in the
game all the tme.," sawd Mel-
oche.

"1 dont mewd thal many
skots.'' sakd Thomas, who
faced 45 altogether. Meloche
stopred 18 of the 24 he had to
handle

The shooters were sheepish
in thelr replies. They felt the
goaltenders deserved betler

“We were too offensive.’”
muttered Dennis Marsk.
while surveving the game's
sy chaot  We <honid
slick mare lo defense and try
in belp eut cur goalie. After
the first periad we were frus-
truled when we dign't score.

“We just kept going, geing
and going and cwuld have
cared less who was in the
mels, even U it were Kea
Dryden,” he declared

Maruk scored teice Lo reach
¥ gals. one shoel of Ted
Hampson's feam record for
cepters, Wayme Merrick wis
another with two geals, lifting
him (0 Ihe 30 plateau for Lhe
first time in Ws NHL career.

“Kind of & funny game,
wasa'l 112" he said witheut
laughdng. “We'd get a couple
of igals and then they'd get a
couple back. You'rc ahead
and ther: you jese the bed five
miinutes jaler,

“We just didn’t play defen-
sively encagh. That goes for
Toronlo. 00, be pointed cul,
“Bul when the game is going
the way @t was, yoe can'l just
sy, ‘Hevs, let's dralchien up
and play defense.” It keeps
guing the same way.”

With the exception of coach-
e and gealies, the snly other
person whe didn’t think much
of 1he game was referee Dave
Neweld,

Late in the second period as

be followed the play down Ice,
be tripped over & crack in the
ke und slammed ko the
boards, pulling 3 shoulder
muscle.

The tweo leams took their
intermission break, thes
played the postponed 2:38 be.
fore beginning the third pen-
od. Newel] was able 1» retarn,
bat in pain.

The play that ultimately
hurt came op a Seals” power
plav when Rick Hampton
tried 10 pass to Dave Gardrer,
but the puck went off the
latler's skate and set up

s ;

“The lans like 0 see
gnals,” wsaid Hamoten. whe
had ooe mumss and iwo as-
sists, “buat obviously there
were (00 many ageinst us
tomight,™

The B0 cuslomess al the
Arena probably would agree.
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