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Seals playoff bid distant dream

By Ken Miller

Now that the large emo-
tional buildup has ended, so
seems to have ended, ironi-
cally, the playoff chances of
the California Golden Seals.

As far back as the first
week in November, the rhet-
oric began. It was repeated
often. If only they stayed
close to their competitionin

Seals’ daily
loss $10,000;
transfer due

United Press International

NEW YORK — Next sea-
son the National Hockey
League most likely will play
its own version of one-
and-one, transferring the
California Seals from Oak-
land to either Denver or Se-
attle, and granting an ex-
pansion franchise to the city
which does not get the Seals,

“If the Seals are shifted
and one other team comes in
as an expansion team, that
league,” NHL president

Clarence Campbell said yes- 1o

terday following a meetjng
of the league board of gover-
nors.

The board of governors

the National Hockey's
League’s Adams Division till
Feb. 2, the Seals felt certain
they could plan to make
their first post-season ap-
pearance in six seasons.

Then, the party line would
continue, the. Seals would
have the advantage of play-
ing 19 of their final 27 games
on home ice at the Oakland
Coliseum Arena.

But now that it is Feb. 2,
and the long stretch opens
with a 7 p.m. game agamst

pears harder than you might
imagine.

In the first place, it is al-
most unfair to the Seals to
belabor the fact that they
have a winning record at
home. That is hardly a dis-
tinction in the NHL. Of the
league’s 18 clubs, 15enjoy a
winning record at home and
two of the failures are the
Washington Capitals and the
Kansas City Scouts, playing
their first seasons.

'l‘wu victories over the

the to-

Flyers and an-

night, pmspecls don’t seem
to be what they should,
Even though the Seals trail
the Toronto Maple Leafs by
just 12 pomts. or what
amounts to six victories in
the standings, the job ap-

other over the Boston Bruins
at the Coliseum Arena have
given the fans, at least, de-
lusions of brilliance. The
Seals are only 9-6-6 at home,
and while they have been
consistently entertaining
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and normally competitive,
they have heen far from un-
beatable.

They need to be almost
that over their remaining 19
games in Oakland to main-
tain any hopes of catching
Toronto. California must
play eight more games on
the road this season, and the
record away from home is
3-26-3. That doesn’t provide
much hope.

But the greatest danger to
the Seals is not what they
must do but what Toronto
must start doing, namely
losing almost every time
out. As bad as that club has
been, right now it is proba-
bly better than the Seals.
Experience is far more
effective than potential this

time of the season. Toronto’s *

Dave Keon is more valuable
now than California’s
Dave Hrechkosy.

What renewed all the
hopes of the Seals overtak-
ing the Leafs was a 6-1vic-
tory in Oakland nine days
ago. But Toronto came right
hack at home to whip Cali-
fornia, 42, enjoying a
four-goal lead at the end of
two periods and then coast-
ing.

Even with that victory
over the team they must
catch, the Seals have still
won only one of their last 11
starts. Things won’t be get-
ting any easier tonight. The
Canadiens, who haven't lost
a game on the West Coast in
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their last 31 decisions, are
the best road club in hockey.

At this critical point of the
season, that isn't the kind of
opposition the Seals need.
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passed a resolu-
tion on which is designed to
aid the financially troubled
Pittsburgh Penguins.

The way to transfer to
Oakland was cleared when
Campbell revealed that the
$3 million lawsuit instituted
by Barend Van Gerbig, the
original owner of the 1967-68
gakland Seals, had been set-

ed.
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