New Tune for Old Seals

By SPENCE CONLEY
Tribune Sports Writer

The Oakland Seals, given
the hook afler four dreary
performances in the Stanley
Cup playolfs, may have ncar-
ly the same cast of characters
next  season, bul, promises
vice rresmem Bill Torrey,
“they’ll be dancing to differ-
ent music.”

Since this is an expansion
year in the National Hockey
League and since they doa't
have a first round pick in the
important amateur draft
(they gave it up for Carol
Vadnals) , the Scals will be
lucky if they can add two new
faces from outside sources for
pext year.

So that means they've got to
depend heavily upon the
young players in the Provi-
dence farm club, hope for a
\rade of some merit between
now and the June meetings in
Montreal and eventually get
more mjleage out of the men
who currently wear the Seal
uniform.

And that latter fasx, the

psychological  reconstruction
of the current Seals, may be

the area which will fake the
grealest work and v
be the key to future mm

Buffalo and Vancouver are
going to be drafting piuyers to
fill their rosters,” explained
Torrey. “The whole player
avallability situation this June
Is different. Everybody will
being doing their best lo get
as strong as possible for next
season.

“That’s only natural, bul
teams with depth will be all
right and the teams without
;kptlu = like ug — will suf-
er.”

Thus, a determination on
Torrey's part, along with gen-
eral manager Frank Selke
and coach Fred Glover, to
change the attitude of the em-

ployes.

“It was a terribly disap-
pointing year,” sald Selke.
“We played for the most part
like a no-talent hockey team.
But we have mere laleal than
was exposed.

“Our goal-scoring produc-
tion from players who were
paid very well for doing
that, was disappointing. Sure
it's possible for a 10 or even
2 per cent fallofl. But in

some cases it was 50 per cent.
We had a right lo expect
more.

“It may be understandable
In the case of Norm Ferguson
(34 goals one year, 11 the
nexl) because he certainly
isn't the first rookie, nor the
last, I'm sure, who had a bad
second year. But you don't ex-
pect that from players with
five or even 10 years of NHL
experience.

“Qur hockey team showed
that it didn't have any pride,
Selke said. “You don't win
anything, from ping or
tiddly-winks, if you don't have
in yoursell and (he
team. It was a case of stub-
borness on the part ol our
players to accept the fact that
we aren't going to overpower
anybody physically. The only
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(“He contribuled Jots more
coasidertng il A nfaries ).
Selke also applauded the
play of defenseman Bert Mar-
shall and Ehman, over
the second hall of the season,
and credited Harry Howell
with providing an excellent
steadying influence on the de-
fense after he storted to play

regularly.

As for the fulure, the young-
sters are going to be impor-
{ant: Joe Hardy, Don O'Done-
ghue, Tony Featherstone, Nell

Nichelson, Ron Stackhouse
and Barry Boughner, all fig-
ure proninently in (he Seals’
bullding plans.

Hardy and Stackhouse are
currently in Sealtie along with
goalie Chris Werthy, helping
the ‘I'olel::s o&: the Western
u';g:mp y. Selke, Glover
and Torrey pian (o move out
into the playoffs, checking tal-
ent in the Western, Central,
American and Natiopal
League, hoping to find onc er,
more players who could help
— if they become available.

Therebuilding work is
starting now!



