Seals Fire Coach Bert Olmstead

By SPENCE CONLEY
Bert Olmstead, iron-fisted
ruler of the Oakland Seals in
their catasirephic first season
in the National Hockey

Lezgue, hies been fired. |
And unless there is an unex-
pected swiich in the feelings
of the NHL's Board of Gover-
nors, the team will operate in
Oakland “until the area has
had a fair test as a site for an
These two developments
were revealed to The Tribune
last night by a source in Van-
couver, the city which seeks

o wrest the club out of Oak-
land.

Oimsicad’s release was de-
elided wmonimeusly by ihe
Seals’ five-man beard of di-
rectors who mei Wednesday
in San Fremcisco,

Barry Vanp Gerbig, the 28-
vedr-old Fleridian who hired
iim, was to have informed
Olmstead of the board's de-
cision,

;l‘he spurce said Olimsbt::tq,
who was posed in
Kansas Cit;l.qjscwﬁng the Cen-
tral Pro League playoffs, was

being given the option of re-
signing.

The 43 - vear - old former
NHL star was signed as a
coach. but after the Seals
fred Rudy Pilous, he as
sumzd the duties of zensrul
manager as weil,

He reporiedly had a three-
yvoar ecntiact, but after the
Seals' horrible showing on the
fivet road trip (five lost owt of
six) he asked for a oneyear
contract.

He didn't sign either and
has been under a “verbal

agreemenl™ 1o serve the club

until the end of May.

The departure of Olmslead
ieaves the Sealz without direct
hockey management at a
critical time.

Three big operating deci-
sions remain o be made:
How will the June NHL equal-
ization player draft be con-
ducted: where will the Seals
place their required Central
League development team:
where will they train now that
their Port Huron, Mich. site
appears to be unsuitable?

Neither Seal president

Frank Selke, Jr. nor publicist
Tim Eyan coukl be reached
last night for comment, Van
Gerbig was at his Wesi Palm
B;'idch home and 2lso upavail
zble,

Olmstesd’s Seals—his
first-ever major jecgis coneh-
ing job-—iimished ta> vear
with a 7Hgame scason wial of
42 losses. IT ties 2nd 15 wins,
¢ bitter sixth in the expanded
Western - Division, far out of
the playofis.

With 21 games leit. he
turnud over his conebing
duties 1o aide Gorden Fasho-

e e

way, The latter's record was
five wins, 10 loss:s, and six
ues,

Fashowzay, th: ex-Portland
Buckaroo executive, and aide
De Camp Ken Wilscn, also ap-
pear to be ol now,

A complete shzkeup and
streamlining of the Seal front
ofiice also is in progress.

“The Seals are bucking an
24 vole against moving right
now." the Vancouver source
revealed. “Since Labatt's
gave them the money to pay
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