Seals Lose Again;
Face Leafs Tonight

) By SPENCE CONLEY
Things couldn't possibly be any gloomier for the |
Oakland Seals — or maybe they eould be, the Stanley,
Cup champion Toronto Maple Leafs invade the Colise-
um Arena tonight,
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down to getl back min the ball
EF.'I'I'.E‘.

Four minufes later Langh-
tom got his first NHL goal ait-
er Burps agein feed a pass
right in froat of the net aimed

Terry Gray got the first an
abackhand comng away
from Kent Douglas, who
seemingly had things under

Faceoff time 15 at 8 p.m. and the Seals may need |
‘a2 battalion of U8 Ma.
rings fo defend against |

the Leafs -— especially
after last mght.
The Geals hlew a three -

goel lead in the second period
and Lost 2 nail - hiter, 54, to

the hard - working Western |

Division = leading Lot Anpeles
Kings.

N was fhe Seals’ efghth loss
i this dismal 11-game winless
streak and it was a case last

night ef snatching defeat from
the jaws of victery.

" Brian Smuth, brather of Seal
substitute goalie Gary Smith,
cracked in a 13 footer with
less than five minutes leit in
the game 1o snare the King
viclary.

I wag the sixth time this
season that the Kings nad ral-

ligd from at Teast pwo goals

The Sepls meanwhile,
seored more goals fhan they
had 1n a game since Oel 14
when they whipped Mirmese-
ta, 64,

They jumped oul to a 340
Jead through the first period
and twn minotes, then col
lapsed before ihe Kings® three
- goal second pericd. Took
back the lead in the tkird pe-
rind. bul couldn't hald it.

Alaim Caron  scomed ofice

| and assisted on lwo others to

top the Seal attack and the
“Helmet" line of Charlie
Burns, Mike Laughton, and
Grorge Swarhrick contributed
bwo so0res

Swarbrick's goal — i
fourth m the |asl si games —
caime as & cesult of Burns
cenlering pas3 ool of the right
Wing coHmer,

Laughion. stariened nighi ai
ne goaimouln, Lpped Ak g
puck, hut defiected it back 1o
the center of the slol where

| Swarbrick pounced on it and
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blasted fram 13 feet, at 13-31.

at Caron who was criving ia
from the paint on a Seal power
play.

Caran just upped the puck
— g5 had Laughton on the
first score — and big Mike
reached out and swiped an an-
gling 10-foot forehand past
Wavne Rutledge who was
sereened by Caron. .

Throughoat the first penod,
the Seals put the Pressure on
the Kings, but had to hawve
some good goalkeeping fram
Charlie Hodge to stay ool of
trovhle themselves.

The twao - goal lead was the
furst time in 10 games that the
Sezls have managed that kind
aof offense,

Caron made # 0 on 2
scorching 2-fool slap shot de-
livered with King defenseman
Dale Folfe draped across his
shoulders, opening the secend
period.

But the oid “E] Fokda ™, long
a problem in the third period
for the Seals, suddenly came
a perlod early — and hard!

controd in the left corner: Gor-
don Labossiere g4 another,
reboanding his oan shot: and
finally Bill White slipped a
45-foot shot through a crowd
in front of Hodge for the third.
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