Seals Face
Vancouver

By JOIIN PORTER
Tribume Spord Wriler

Always a bndesmad, never
a bride has been the lament of
the Oakiand Seals and the rest
of the expansion c¢lubs 1n the
National Hockey League.

Tonght the Seals will don
therr wedding-govn while
skates for thewr first game use
with an 8 o'clock faceolf
against the Vancouver Can-
weks g the Arena

The Seals opened last sea-
son o Dettoit with  Kells
green and Cahformia gold col-
ored skales, lhe lwo [avorne
colors of the then new owner,
Charlie Finley, Il was the first
time an NHL team had de-
parted from black boots.

“We were the first 1o wear

those colored ones,” said
winger Gary Jarrell. “In De
trait we got all these catealls
and whistles, Bul it deesn™
make any difference to the
players. Hopelully, everybody
has them broken in.™

Since carly December. the
Scals have beea using ihe

white skates in pracuice when
Lhey haven't been on the road.

Finleys Dakland A's wear
white baseball shoes, original-
Iv gad 1o be kangaroo hide.
The hockey club calls thew
new skales polar bhear winte.
but 1o keep from upsetiing ene
viionmentalists, 1t shomld be
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noled (he skates wren’t furry
and are probably made of
something clse.

No one has seen the full ef-
fect of the while skales with
the preen and gold uniforms.
vel. There was joking among
some Mavers about {beir look-
ing like over-stoffed Peggy
Felmings on the lce tonight,
but Ivan Boeldirev dug out the
Bnporiant point.

“I don't care whal color
they are as long as they fit
right,” said the Qakland cem-
ter, “The color of the skates
is not moing to make you pluy
any better.”

His coach agreed.

“It's how you use them,™
said Vie Stasiuk, "We're
going 1o have a colorful team,
but skates are skales, No,
thev're not supposed to be
camouflage.”

The Seals did well enough in
ihe old green and gold skales
with a 20 tight-checking win
over Minnesota Wednesday al
the Arena bt Stasink s ad-
mittedly -concerned about the-
last-place Canucks for to-
Night™s gami.

“I'm sure,” he said with
surely, =J won't have 1o remind
the plavers aboul the nine and
six goals scored against us.”

Qakland has plaved Vancou-
ver twice this scason. The
Seals lost the first one in Oak-
Tand, 96, and dropped (he sec-
ond one in Dritish Celumbia,
6-2.

The Secals led that Fbirst
game, <=0, bui the Canncks
had easy pickings afterr that
with Gary Rurt in the neis,
Oakland also led Vancouver m
the sceond one, 2-1, but il was
an aftermoon game and the
Leam had played the night be-
fore in Les Angeles. Goalie
Lyle Carter had some pretty
Lired skafers in front of him.

Two key players baek in the
Vancowver lincop aller inju-
ries are forwards Rosaire
Palement f{eve) and Wayne
Cennelly {fraciured check
bhone), The former was a
3f-goal scorer Inst season who
liked the rugged going, and
the latter was aequired in =&
trade from New Yerk via Sl
Louis.



